






 
 

E. Chronically homeless vagrants are NOT living on the street because 
“the community doesn’t care about them.”  

Chronically homeless vagrants are living on the street because they don’t care about the 
community that has made abundant, comprehensive services available to them. Spending 
more on chronically homeless vagrants who refuse to utilize readily available services is 
wasteful and an irresponsible use of taxpayer funds. 

While rejecting free community homeless services, chronically homeless vagrants choose to 
remain living on the street where they regularly violate City municipal code quality-of-life 
laws. Choosing to continue their lawbreaking lifestyles, they disproportionately utilize 
emergency services, spread filth and disease, negatively impact the downtown area, cost 
the city millions in annual tourism dollars, contribute nothing to building Reno’s future, and 
constitute a growing burden on Reno’s already troubled financial situation.

“You never truly help 
someone by doing for 
them what they could do 
– and should do –  
for themselves.”  

                                              (Anonymous)             

Chronically homeless vagrants REMAIN on the street for  
ONE REASON: 
Misdiagnosis of the homeless situation by the City of Reno has led to pursuing failed policies 
of pity rather than policies of accountability and genuine compassion. 

Reno Police Department, in dealing with chronically homeless vagrants, has not been 
allowed to enforce the municipal code equally for ALL citizens. Officers are being ordered 
to act as social workers rather than strong, fair, law enforcement officers. 

Reno’s chronically homeless vagrants have arrogant contempt for the City’s well-intentioned 
but wrong-minded efforts. They have NO respect for the law and NO respect for the 
countless people offering help. Without being held accountable in any way for their 
situation, they have no reason to change their lifestyle or their choices. 





 
 

D. Eliminate the 2-tiered-justice system of 
 special courts for chronically homeless 
 vagrants. 

• Direct the Reno Police Department to begin full, impartial 
enforcement of the municipal code for all residents, especially 
Sections 8.08, 8.10, and 8.12, dealing with “offenses against 
persons, public property, and public peace.” 

• Create a smaller, lower security, less expensive jail facility to 
incarcerate chronic misdemeanor offenders. It would 
accommodate the projected increase in chronically homeless 
individuals once Reno Police Department began to fully enforce 
Reno’s municipal code.  

Rationale 
Requiring Reno Police Department to practice soft, social-worker-
style, discriminatory law enforcement that favors chronically 
homeless vagrants and establishes a two-tiered judicial system for 
the chronically homeless, has resulted in increased violent crime 
rates. A lower security jail facility for misdemeanor offenders, many 
of whom would be service-resistant homeless vagrants, would deter 
additional chronically homeless individuals from coming to Reno, 
encourage a portion of Reno’s chronically homeless vagrants to 
utilize existing homeless services, and motivate others to leave 
town.

E. Ban unauthorized group feedings of the chronically 
homeless vagrants on Record Street by community 
organizations. 

Rationale 

• Unauthorized group feedings enable the homeless vagrant 
lifestyle, discourage independent living, and is unnecessary, due 
to existing and available food options (see Section II. A).  

• Dozens of cities have banned unauthorized public feedings. 
Some cities still allowing them have had outbreaks of various 
diseases stemming from this practice. According to the Washoe 
County Department of Environmental Health, allowing 
unauthorized feedings increases Reno’s liability for lawsuits 
stemming from illness and/or death related to tainted food. 



 

G. Withdraw from participation in the county’s failed 
“10-Year Plan to End Homelessness.” Let Reno take 
personal responsibility for its own chronically 
homeless vagrant issues. 

Rationale  

• The Washoe County “10-Year Plan to End Homelessness” has been a 
failure. Homeless related issues have worsened dramatically since 
the plan was implemented years ago. 
 

The Homeless Plan’s primary vision: “…providing housing for 
everyone who needs it … for an indefinite period,” is absurd and 
unattainable. It is neither necessary, nor affordable, nor would it 
encourage homeless vagrants to take personal responsibility for 
their lives or to become self-supporting individuals. 

• The Homeless Plan is a bureaucratic snafu. It is overly committed to 
“community coalitions” of multiple service providers. It contains 
excessive duplication of services and confusing, contradictory 
approaches. It has no strong, central leadership. Reno’s City Council 
needs a focused, strongly led one-agency approach to deal with the 
homeless shelter and basic issues of chronic homeless vagrancy. 
Other local organizations offering ancillary services to homeless 
vagrants would be encouraged to work independently.  

F. Close the “pit” at the Record Street “campus” and 
require Reno Police Department to fully enforce 
Reno’s municipal code ordinances against loitering, 
drugs, possessing stolen shopping carts, blocking 
sidewalks, and publicly storing personal property. 

Rationale 
•  City Hall’s practice of declaring Record Street a homeless shelter 

“campus” is legally incorrect. Record Street is public property.  All 
city laws apply.  

•  The only individuals loitering on Record Street near the homeless 
shelter should be those waiting to be seen by intake counselors.   

• The “pit” is a magnet for criminal activity due to city leadership 
preventing Reno Police Department from fully enforcing the law. 






